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FEATURES

Is truth

stranger

than the
'X-Files'?
MARTIN WALKER sees

whatmay be the first

hard evidence of
extra-terrestrial beings.
The worldwillsee it later.

IMAGINE

a
pubescent

but
pregnant

girl, humanoidbut distinct

ly alien,witha baldand giant

head and lizardeyes.She could

comefromthe garishcoverof any
science-fiction magazine.
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Underthe scalpel,her fleshgives

and bleeds.The jointsflexand the
limbsbend,and the greatwoundon
the thigh suggests muscleand
ligament.The scalpelcuts the flesh
away,to reveala vast skullof
unusually thick bone. The surgeon
wielding

the saw pausesto restin
his work.

Whenthe contentsof the skullare
removed,they are flesh-like,but
most unlikea humanbrainwith its
groovesand folds.

If brainthisis, it lookslikea
chunkof liveron thisgrainy, sound

less blackand whitefilm said to
havebeenshotin 1947.

If theselarge,
elliptical lizardslits

are eyes,they are coveredwith a
blackfilm,whichis then carefully

removedby the surgeons, revealing

whiteorbs.The scalpelgoes down
the trunk,to the swollenbelly
whichsuggeststhat this smallbeing

mighthave been pregnant.

Thereare female genitalia,
but no

navel,and no hair.Oncethe body
cavityis exposed,thereare no
familiarcoilsof

intestine.
The body

organsare again
flesh-like,

soft and
yet distinctlyodd.

Thereare six digitsat the end of
eachlong,slimarm,six toeson
each foot.

This is eerily familiar,
from the

visionsof sci-fi
illustrators,

and also
from the medicalbooksof anatomy,

as if thisbeingunderthe
surgeon's

knifewerea
composite

of fouror
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There are no
prosthetics.

This

does not look like some creation of
the Hollywoodspecial-effects

labs.
This seems

convincingly

to be the
autopsyof somekindof being.

Thereare two films.The first
lastsabout18 minutes,and takes
placein somekindof

operating

the
atre,with surgeonsin masksand
gowns.

The filmis shotfrom insidea
tent,in the

half-light
of emergency

lanterns.The beingis largelycov
eredby a sheet.

A male and a femalemedical
attendants

flex the limbsand conduct

what seemsto be a
preliminary

examination.

A man in
civilianclothesis pres

ent,and seemsto be in
charge. This

film lastsaboutthree minutes,and
thereis no soundon eitherfilm
clip.

"If thatis a hoax,it is a most
elaborate and convincing and believ
able one," said CongressmanSteven
Schiff,of New Mexico,as he sat and
watchedthe filmslast monthin his
Washingtonoffice,with his staffand
other governmentofficialsaround
him.

WEWEREshowntheclips,
and swornto secrecy(till
now), by the British

documentaryfilmmaker John Purdie,of
Union Pictures.
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On August28, thesetwo brief
clipsof film,whichpurport to re
cordthe US Air Force autopsies

of
two crashedalienbeings,will be
screenedsimultaneously

as part of
Purdie's Roswell documentary,in
Britain,the United.States,Japan
and. Europe.

Thisfilmis the firsthardevidence

to emergefrom the most cele
brated and best-documenteduniden
tified-flying-object

event of all, the
mysteriouscrashof a strangeaerial

craftnear the RoswellAir Force
basein New Mexicoat 11.30pmon
July4, 1947.

The possibilitythat earth has
beenvisitedby aliensand theirbodies
autopsied on film is clambering

out of the bizarreunderworldof the
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cultsand into the realmof the
rationaland verifiableworld.

Proddedby his New Mexico
constituents

and his own curiosity,

Congressman Schiffbegan his own
probingof the Roswellmysterythree
years ago.

His first successwas to forcethe

US Air Forceto dropthe coverstory

it had maintainedon Roswellsince
1947— thatthe crashwas of an
experimentalhigh-altitudeweather
balloon,and the strangemetalwas
ordinary tinfoil.

Lastyear,in an
official report,the
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US Air Force told Congressman

Schiffabout "Operation Mogul",an
experimentalhigh-altitudeballoon
designedto detectradiation and
monitoran eventual firsttest of a
Sovietatom bomb.

Dissatisfied

with what he calls
"the most unaccountablestonewalling

I have ever
encountered", Congressman

Schiff and other legislators

have succeeded in orderingthe
GovernmentAccountingOffice,the
watchdog of the FederalGovernment,

to mountits own new inquiry.

Thatreport was to be
delivered

to
CongressmanSchiff yesterday,and
will be

published
next week.

The first peopleto arriveon the
Roswell siteon July5, 1947,werea
teamof

archeologists,

led by Dr W.
Curry Holden,of Texas Tech
University.

They reportedto the local sheriff

that they had seen "a crashed air
planewithoutwings,and witha fat
fuselage".

They reportedalso seeingthree

bodies,two outsidethe craft,and
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one stillinside,visiblethrougha
gashin the

fuselage.

Then came two campers,James
Ragsdale and TrudieTruelove, who
reportedthat the bodieswere "four
or fivefootlongat the most".

Ragsdalewas more interestedin
the unusual metalat the crashsite.

It lookedlike tinfoil, but was much
stronger:"You couldtake that stuff
andwadit up andit would straight

en itselfout."

Withinminutes,the soundsof a
sirensignalled

the arrivalof Military

Policejeeps from the Roswell
Army-Air Force base, 55km away,
homeof the 509thBombGroup,then
the world'sonly atomicstrikeforce.

The sitewas sealed,the
civilians

were clearedoff, and
high-ranking

civilian and military officialsbegan
to flyin to thesite.

INTRIGUING snippets

of
evidence

havekeptthe RoswellUFO story
runningas a local issue.

First,thereis the local
undertaker,

GlennDennis,who was askedby
the baseif he couldprovide child-

sized coffins.

Then therewas the localfireman

Dan Dwyer,whosecrew was called

out to the crashsite,collected

some

of the
mysteriousmetaldebris,and

toldhis familyof seeingtwo body
bags and one

still-alive

being"about

the sizeof a
10-year-old child".

Thereis the sheriff,GeorgeWilcox,

who toldhis familyhe and they
had been threatenedwith deathif
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they ever talkedaboutthe Roswell

crash.

The testimonyof thosewitnesses,

and a handfulof formermilitary
personnel,has been for two decades

the
tantalising

sum of the flimsyar
ray of hearsayevidenceand vague
memories

thathas madeup the Ros
well case.

The film was obtainedby another

British filmmaker, Ray Santilli, of
Merlin

Productions,

who founda re
tiredUS cameraman,who decidedfi
nallyto makepublicthe filmshe
had takenas a USAFfilm techni

cianat
Roswell,

and at the autopsy

centreof Fort Worth.

On-filmcodingconfirmsthat this
is film stockfrom either1947 or
1967.

Congressman Schiffis arrang
ing for US

Government

labsto study

the film
further,

but so far its au
thenticityhas not been

questioned.

Britishand US
pathologists

who
haveseenthe the filmsay it ap
pearsto be a real

autopsy, probably

performed by surgeons ratherthan
expert

pathologists,

and using the
medicaltechnology

of the late 1940s.

"If it
happened,

if thereis even
one crediblepieceof evidencethat
earthhas beenvisited by aliens, it
changes everything,"said Richard
DeMotto, national security aide to

happenonce."

— The Guardian
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HOLLYWOOD'S latestsci-fioffering
is Species,in whicha
repulsivealienpassesitselfoff

as a stunningand libidinousblonde

to achieve its soleaim of
reproducing

ing withan
earthling.

The criticshavepannedit, but it's
unlikely American cinema audiences

will be as harsh.Alienshave
arrived.

Relegatedfor years to celluloid

fantasyand the wilder chat-show

shores,tales of human encounters

with
extra-terrestrials

are suddenly
mainstream.

A Harvard psychiatryprofessoris
in

controversy

over a book in which

he
appears

to acceptas factthe ac
countsof peoplewho claimto have
been abducted and sexually inter
feredwithby aliens.

A highly respectedjournalisthas
produced

a tomebasedon a confer

ence, held at the
Massachusetts

Insti

tute of
Technology,

on alien
abductions.

Abducteesupportgroups are
springingup acrossthe country.
According

to a recentpoll,2% of
the

population— more than 500,000

people— describe having"alien
abduction" experiences.

"Slowly but surelywe'rewinning

the war,"says Budd Hopkins,the
New York artistregardedas the
fatherof the "abduction"movement,

betweencalls from TV producers

desperateto make programson the
"phenomenon".
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Hopkinshas beenthe focusof an
abductionundergroundsince he
wrotehis firstbookon the

subject
in

1987 but
increasingly,

he says,credible

figureshave been willingto risk
ridiculeby openlyadmittingto an
interestin the subject.

His
argument

is thata large number

of reasonable people— Hopkins

alonehas
interviewed

500 — recall

(often under hypnosis)abduction
experiences which are remarkably

similarand cannotbe explained

conventionally.

Althoughalienscome in different

shapesand sizes("tallgreys",Nordic
-typesand

"reptilians"
all figure)

most abductees offer a strikingly

uniformdescription
of their ET

kidnappers.

Describedas small greys,these
common-or-garden

aliens are slightly
translucent creaturesup to 1m high.

They have large pear-shaped

heads, and huge almond-shaped

blackeyes withoutwhitesor pupils.

Theirlongarmsend in threeor
four-fingered

hands,and their legs
are spindly.

Theyhaveno hair,earsor
nostrils

and onlyan
expressionless

slitfor a
mouth.

In his new book,CloseEncounters

of the ThirdKind, journalistC.D.B.

Bryanreportsthat the greys'bodies

are "flat, paunchless",apparently

lacking buttocksor visible genitalia.

In his
controversial

book, Harvard
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psychiatry professor John Mack adds

And now abducteesupportgroupsare springing

up all overthe
country,

saysIAN KATZ.

that besides"boots,the aliensusual
ly wear a

form-fitting, single-piece,

tunic-like garment,sparselyadorn
ed".

Typically"abductees"or "exper
iencers"describebeing floatedfrom
theirhomesor carsintoalienships
where they undergo quasi-medical

procedures under the supervisionof
slightly taller

"doctor-beings".

Abductees,usuallynaked, are
physically examinedin detail,often
sexual detail.

Men describehavingsemen sam
ples taken.Women recallhaving
eggs removedwith cold metalinstru
ments.

THISleadsMackto
concludethat,

"The purelyphysical or
biological

aspectof the abduction phenomenon

seemsto have to do with some

sort of genetic engineering

to create
human/alienhybrid offspring."

Oh, yes, the creaturescommunicate

by telepathy and show their
captives powerful imageson television

sion monitorsbeforereleasing them.
"Scenes of the earth

devastated

by
a nuclear holocaust, panoramas of
lifeless,pollutedlandscapes and
waters, apocalypticimagesof giant
earthquakes,firestorms,floods,and
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fracturesof the planetitself,"are
among the favoured videos,according

to Mack,who believesaliensare
tryingto drum home a green
message.

While most scientistshave ignored

the increasedcredencegivento the
stories, a growingnumbersee it as
an aspectof a

dangeroustrend,the
powerful new

anti-rationalism

that
has grippedAmerica.

These scepticsplace abduction

reportsalongside"out of body"experi

ences, reincarnation,para-psychology,

psychichealingand the other
panaceaswhichare thesedays the
staplesof the

best-seller lists.

At a
conference

last monthentitled

The FlightFrom Scienceand Reason,

more than 200 academics lamented

the "hobblingof science",

wantinga new offensive against
pseudo-scientists

, like the proponents

of abduction.

Today aliens,they warned, tomorrow

Aryan race theories.

The battlebetween the scientific

traditionalistsand the
anti-rationalists

has crystallisedaround Dr
Mack.

The 65-year-old psychiatrist

is a
long-standingfacultymember who
won a

Pulitzer Prizefor a 1977bio
graphyof T.E. Lawrence and is
respected

for his work on teenage

suicide,and the
psychological

effectof
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the ColdWar.But now he is
struggling

to save his
professional

life
amid allegationsof

unprofessional

conductand a
universityinquiryin

to his academic methods. He first
encounteredthe phenomenon when he
met Hopkins in 1990.He beganinter

viewing"abductees",hoping to
providea

psychological explanationfor
their experiences,but found himself
believinghis subjects' accounts.

His argumentfor acceptingtheir
storiesboilsdown to this

syllogism:

the 90 or so peoplehe
interviewed

sincerely believed they had been
abducted.

Theywerenot crazy,by any
conventionalpsychiatricdefinition;
thereforethey had been abducted.

His Harvard colleagueshave not
been entirely convincedby this
reasoningor the testimonyof
interviewees.

Alreadyembarrassedby the
massivepublicityfor the launchof
Mack'sbook, Harvardlaunched a
full-scale internal inquiryafter a
womanallegedthat she had duped
him, and that he had

unethically

billedabduction therapysessions to
a healthinsurer.

After more than 30 closedhearings,

the investigatingcommitteeis
said to have produced a reporthighly

criticalof Mack's research
methods.

At the end of his book,
Abduction:

Human Encounters with Aliens,Mack
concludes that the abduction
phenomenon is "a profound mystery
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that has
potentially

vast
implications

for our
contemporaryworld.For I

haveno basisfor
concluding,

as yet,
that anythingother than what
experiences

say happenedto them
actually did."

In arrivingat this dramatic
conclusion, however, he glossesover
fairlyobviousgroundsfor doubt.

Many of the abductionaccounts
obtained by Mack and the handful of
other researchers in the nascent

fieldwere givenwhileunderhypnosis.

Theseare preciselythe kind of
"recovered memories"which have

been widelydiscredited

in a number

of sex-abusecases.

SIMILARLY,

the
profusion

of
support

groups ,and media coverage

of the abduction phenomenon have
made it easierfor individuals to

give, consciously or unconsciously,

uniformaccounts of their alien
encounters.

There are apparentlyglaringin-
consistencies,

too, in the descriptions

of the aliensand their
capabilities.

They are smartenoughto waft
their abductees throughwalls and
suppress their memories of encounters

for years,and yet they
frequently

returnhumansto theirbeds with
theirpyjamason insideout,or wearing

the wrong nightclothes.

"Sometimes
the aliensseem to be

makinga point,"Mack suggests."Or
a certainhumouris involved."

— The Guardian
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